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attend the reception, at which an extensive musical
programme was performed. Sibelius was even
persuaded, under urgent pressure, to agree to a
selection of. his songs, including " The Tryst/'
composed in Berlin, being performed before the
exacting audience of rival composers and other
experts.

The proof of his art that was given in this way
evoked lively approval among those present, and the
radiations of Sibelius' lively and unique personality
made the more thoughtful ones realise that this
soul contained still richer treasures of artistic
invention and creative power. Before the company
broke up our Finnish master had acquired some good
German friends, among whom Otto Lessmann was
not the least enthusiastic, and a few weeks later
Sibelius was informed that he had been included in
the list of composers for the coming musical
festival in Heidelberg of the Allgemeiner Deutscher
Musikverein.

This important association of musicians, founded
forty years before by Franz Liszt, was then con-
trolled almost autocratically by Richard Strauss,
who was not famed for favouring composers who
acknowledged other ideals than his own. That
Sibelius, so unlike the Post-Wagner tendency in
temperament and technique, should have been
singled out by the mighty " Richard II." was all
the more remarkable seeing that previously only
two Northern composers had been invited to the
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